Curse of Advertisement
Nor could it advertise treatment by correspondence. In addition
the Association listed certain diseases for which medicines, treat-
ments, etc. could not be advertised.
Article 19 (2) of the Indian Constitution allows legislative
measures curtailing freedom of speech and expression, for main-
taining decency and morality. This clause can be used for checking
indfecent advertisements. The Drugs and Magic Remedies
(Objectionable Advertisements) Act of 1954 was designed to
eliminate many indecent advertisements but it could not check it
altogether because of certain exemptions. One such exemption
was the permission given to doctors to advertise on sign boards
or notices the treatment of diseases. The Act banned advertise-
ments of Talisman, Mantras and Kavachas for curing diseases.
But it did not ban Talisman claiming to win friends or make
fortunes. Sexual tonics were outside its purview. But there was no
mention of advertising love-philtres. Unlike the British Medical
Association, no ban had been placed for diagnosing or curing
diseases through correspondence.
Under the signed article * Spurious Medicines * published in
the Harijan, dated December 12,1948, Shri K. G. Mashruwala who
took over the editorship of the paper after the death of Gandhiji,
published the copy of the resolution passpd by the Newspapers
Proprietors" Association in Great Britain. This was sent by an
Indian doctor. The resolution was as follows :
"1. No advertisement will be accepted which is claimed to be effective
in Bright's Disease, Cancer, Tuberculosis, Diabetes, Epilepsy, Fits, Locomotor
ataxia, Disseminated sclerosis, Osteo-arthritis, Spinal, Cerebral and Venereal
diseases, Luppus, Paralysis, or for the cure of Amenorrhoea, Hernia, Blindness,
Rheumatoid arthritis and for procuring miscarriage, or for the treatment of
habits associated with sexual indulgence or for any ailment connected with
these habits.
" 2. No advertisement will be accepted from any advertiser, who by printed
matter, orally or in his advertisement undertakes to diagnose any condition
or to receive a statement of any person's symptoms, with a view to advising or
providing treatments by correspondence,
"3. No advertisement will be accepted by containing a testimonial, other
than limited to the actual views of the writer or any testimonial given by a
doctor other than a recognised British Medical Practitioner.
"4. No advertisement will be accepted, containing illustratioas which are
distorted or exaggerated to convey false impressions.
" 5. No advertisement will be accepted which may lead persons to believe
that the medicine emanated frqm any hospital or official source or is any other
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